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Sudan takes a milestone step
toward the elimination of iodine
deficiency
A report from the inauguration of the first salt iodization plant in Port-Sudan, Red Sea Province

On February 7, 2018 the Shafie factory for iodized salt production in Port-Sudan, the capital city of the Red Sea
State, is ready to open its doors.

Engineers and workers are awaiting the arrival of the President and Ministers to officially inaugurate the new
plant.

On February 7, Sudan was one step closer
toward achieving >90% national coverage
of adequately iodized salt and eliminating
the scourge of iodine deficiency disorders.
The first salt iodization plant in Port-Sudan,
Red Sea Province, was officially inaugurated
by Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir. The
launch, attended by senior Cabinet officials
and international agency partners, is the
culmination of over a decade of concerted
efforts to bring adequately iodized salt to the
population of Sudan.
Sudan has a history of poor iodine
nutrition and unsuccessful attempts to
iodize the country’s salt supply. The most
recent household survey (MICS), completed in 2014, found that only about 8% of
households were using adequately iodized
salt. Political instability was an important
factor that prevented commitment and
progress. In 2015, Sudan established the
National Committee for Salt Iodization,
which set 2019 as the final date to eliminate
the use of non-iodized salt in Sudan.
"Establishment of this factory achieves
the objectives for which the national committee was formed," said Dr. Abdou Daoud
Suliman, Sudan's State Minister for Industry
and Head of the National Committee for
Salt Iodization.
Shafie Factory for Iodized Salt
Production, established by Sudan's Etaam
Foundation, will have a production capacity
of 10 metric tons (MT) per hour, which is
sufficient to cover almost 40% of Sudan's
expected consumption of iodized salt. The
reason for its location is that almost all of
Sudan’s salt is produced along the Red Sea
coast, traditionally through solar evaporation
of brine.
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Shafie is the first out of three production facilities planned in the region. Ali
Osman Mohamed Taha, former Sudanese
first Vice-President and Chairman of the
Board of Directors of Etaam Foundation,
said that an additional production line is
already in preparation. Eventually, the goal is
also to export iodized salt, as "there is need
for iodized salt in the neighboring region."
The Iodine Global Network was
represented in Port-Sudan by Dr. Izzeldin
Hussein, IGN Regional Coordinator for
MENA, who was proud to congratulate
Sudan on this milestone step, which took
many years and a great deal of commitment
to bring about.
“It is a hard-won achievement for
the people of Sudan, who are now on track
toward achieving universal coverage of adequately iodized salt, and eliminating intellectual impairment caused by iodine deficiency,” he said.
Together with international partners,
the IGN contributed to the ongoing advocacy efforts, and in 2016 extended financial
and technical support to Sudanese salt producers and investors to enable transfer of
high-capacity iodization technology between
the Spanish salt manufacturer Serra and the
Sudanese Government and industry. As the
next step, the IGN will work with partners
to establish quality control and monitoring
systems and provide training on salt iodization techniques, equipment maintenance,
and quality and inventory management.
“We take this opportunity to reiterate
the IGN’s commitment to helping Sudan
reach the goal of USI, as we continue to
provide technical and implementation support,” added Dr. Hussein.
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The President of Sudan Omar al-Bashir opens the country's first iodized salt plant in Port-Sudan. It comes as a
culmination of more than 12 years of efforts to promote iodized salt to improve iodine nutrition in Sudan.

The President inspects the first lot of adequately iodized salt produced at the Shafie plant. It will soon produce
10 MT of iodized salt per hour and help to improve the population’s iodine status.

Dr. Izzeldin Hussein holds a handful of adequately iodized salt produced at the Shafie plant. The IGN provided
technical assistance and enabled the procurement of salt iodization machines from Spanish salt producer, Serra.
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