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Salt iodization in Bangladesh:
leaving no household behind
The Bangladesh Small and Cottage
Industries Corporation (BSCIC), with the
financial and technical support of GAIN,
convened a day-long national workshop
on 21 May 2014 in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on
improving access to quality iodized salt for
Bangladeshis.
Led by key government and industry
partners, the workshop aimed to build a shared understanding and consensus on Quality
Assurance and Quality Control (QA/QC)
measures, identify better delivery models,
and create an enabling environment for salt
mill owners and consumers. Ultimately, the
day helped to facilitate decisions on how
to achieve universal access to high-quality
iodized salt for the most marginalized people, with a special focus on children and
women.

USI Partnership Project, UNICEF, as well
as the Micronutrient Initiative. GAIN and
the Ministry have committed to working
together to strengthen QA/QC of USI in
the country.
By including salt-related businesses
(producers, wholesalers, and retailers) and
other key stakeholders, the workshop built a
consensus on better monitoring and law enforcement
in the production, procurement, and sale of adequately iodized salt.
Mr. Amir Hossain Amu,
MP, Honorable Minister,
Ministry of Industries, said:
“I congratulate the BSCIC
and GAIN for organizing
such a timely workshop
to work out a strategy to
increase the coverage of
adequately iodized salt
from the present 58% to
All Bangaldeshi families need to have ready access to iodized salt
90% by 2016. I would like
business enterprises to supThe Government of Bangladesh first comply
iodized
salt
at
an affordable price to the
mitted to eliminating IDD in 1989, when
most
vulnerable
people.
I also reiterate that
the Ministry of Industries established the
the government will support the millers to
Control of Iodine Deficiency Disorder
improve their facilities so they can produce
(CIDD) Project through universal salt iodiadequately iodized salt. I look forward to
zation (USI) within BSCIC. Since then, the
project has focused on the quality of iodized GAIN’s technical support for both the salt
iodization and edible oil fortification prosalt from production to consumption, and
grams.”
the Ministry has committed to supplying
Mr. M. M. Neazuddin, Secretary,
adequate iodized salt for 90% of households
Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare, said:
by 2016. The Ministry receives ongoing
“The government of Bangladesh is comsupport from GAIN and its partner on the

mitted to supporting the cause to combat
iodine deficiency through Universal Salt
Iodization in the country.” He reiterated
that the Ministry of Health will provide leadership to disseminate the message, ensure
enforcement, and provide strategic guidance
and support to make it a successful program.
Mr. Shyam Sunder Sikder, Chairman
BSCIC, said: “BSCIC will develop a sustainable model so that the activity of the
present project can be transformed into a
regular program to support the government
in monitoring the USI program, so that 90%
of Bangladeshis can consume adequately
iodized salt.”
About CIDD Project/Ministry
of Industries
Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries
Corporation (BSCIC) initiated the Control
of Iodine Deficiency Disorders (CIDD)
Project through the Universal Iodization of
Salt Project in 1989. The Global Alliance
for Improved Nutrition (GAIN), UNICEF,
and the Micronutrient Initiative (MI) are
official partners of the project. The program
is in its third phase and targeted to reduce
iodine deficiency by increasing production
and consumption of adequately iodized salt
to 90% of the population, including newborns, by 2016.

